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CHAPTER 5. 

TRANSPORTATION 
 

Introduction 
 

The transportation system in Eureka Township includes County roads, local 

gravel roads, local paved roads, a rail corridor, and aviation facilities: a diverse 

system for a Township. 

 

Eureka Townshipôs Strategic Vision explains that major changes in infrastructure, 

including the Townshipôs transportation system, are not expected until after 2030:   

 

The public services existing and planned in Eureka Township are 

those necessary to support agriculture and limited residential 

development:  on-site sewer, private well, gravel road, and 

contract fire protection. Urban services (sewer, water, hard 

surfaced streets) will not be available in Eureka Township prior to 

2030; in most parts of the Township, urban services will not be 

available for the foreseeable future. 

 

While the Township does not plan for significant changes to its local 

transportation facilities, changes are expected for some County roadways and for 

the Airlake Airport within the 2030 planning period. In addition, the expected 

growth of surrounding communities will place new demands on the transportation 

system. The Comprehensive Plan provides guidance as the Township plans for its 

local transportation system and works with other entities on transportation issues. 

 

This chapter: 

Á Summarizes the existing surface transportation facilities in the 

Township; 

Á Identifies key issues for the future surface transportation system; 

Á Reviews existing and proposed aviation facilities; and 

Á Sets out goals and policies to guide transportation planning. 
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Existing Surface Transportation System 

Roadway Characteristics 

The surface transportation system within 

Eureka Township consists of Township 

roadways, County roadways, and a railroad 

corridor. With the exception of the paved 

Township roads in the Eureka Estates and 

Rice Lake Heights neighborhoods, 

Township roads consist of a gravel surface. 

The majority of Dakota County roadways 

are paved. 

 

Local and County roadways generally 

follow section and half-section lines, 

providing connections every one to two 

miles. County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 9 

and CSAH 23 are significant north-south 

routes in the Township. Township road 

225th Street, CSAH 80, and CSAH 86 

provide fairly direct east-west connections. 

Roadway jurisdiction and surface material is 

shown on the Roadway Characteristics map. 

Functional Classification System 

The roadway system must balance the demand for local property access with the 

demand for mobility across greater distances, traveled at greater speeds. In 

creating a system that allows for both access and mobility, a functional 

classification system aids in determining appropriate roadway widths, safety 

precautions, accessibility, and maintenance priorities. The regional functional 

classification system for roadways located in Eureka Township is described here 

and shown on the Transportation System map. 

Á Principal Arterial:  a highway which provides for high speed travel and 

no direct land accesses. The Principal Arterial closest to Eureka 

Township is Interstate 35. 

Á Minor Arte rial:  a street primarily oriented toward mobility to 

destinations within the metropolitan region. Mobility is generally 

prioritized over land access.  óAô Minor Arterials are eligible to compete 

for federal funding whereas óBô Minor Arterials are not. In Eureka 

Township, CSAH 23, CSAH 86, and Township road 220th Street are 

classified as A Minor Arterials. CSAH 9 is classified as a B Minor 

Arterial. 
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Á Collector: a street which functions to collect traffic from local streets 

and move it to Minor Arterials and other Collectors. Collectors provide 

increased land accessibility, compared to Minor Arterials. Collectors in 

Eureka Township are County Road (CR) 78, CR 31, and CSAH 80, and 

Township road 250th Street, west of CSAH 9. 

Á Local: other roads that are under the jurisdiction of Eureka Township. 

Much of the land in Eureka Township is served by gravel Township 

roads. Local roads provide access to individual properties and 

connections to the rest of the roadway network. They are generally not 

designed for long distance travel.  



 

Transportation  Page 5-4 

 



 

Transportation  Page 5-5 

 


