Fureka Township Planning Commission
Meeting Summary
November 10, 2015

Attendees: Nancy Sauber, Chair, I'ritz Frana, Lu Barfknecht, Donovan Palmquist,
Planning Commission members; Sherri Buss, TKDA, Planner; Ralph Fredlund, resident.

1. Township 2040 Comprehensive Plan Discussion

e Plan Tasks and Schedule

This was the Commission’s first meeting to work on the 2040 Comprehensive Plan.

~ They reviewed the project schedule, noting that the estimated date for completion of the
draft plan is November, 2016. The process will include up to 2 public meetings and a
public hearing. The schedule anticipates adoption of the Final Plan in October 2017.

Commission members asked if the plan could be completed earlier. Sherri indicated that
if the Commission completes the draft more quickly, or if the review by surrounding
communities and agencies is completed more quickly, the plan could be completed
earlier,

Sherri also reviewed communications with the Metro Council and Vermillion River
WMO related to the 2040 Comp Plan.

Commissioners suggested that the Comp Plan chapters could be posted on the Township
Website so that residents and the Board can review the draft plan as it develops.

o Review Chapter 1

Sherri provided a Draft Chapter | for Commission review. The draft was based on
Chapter 1 of the 2030 Comprehensive Plan. Sherri updated the dates in the plan and the
demographic and employment information using data from the Metro Council and State
of Minnesota.

Commission comments included:

» The Vision statement is still accurate and may be used in the 2040 Plan

¢ The discussion of Comp Plan maintenance should indicate it may occur from time
to time, not annually

» Estimate of the Township area should be changed to “nearly” 36 square miles

¢ The Commission agreed with the Township’s classification as an Agricultural
community, but noted that the density should be 4 housing units per 40 acres “on
average”

e The language in several sections was edited for clarity

e Sherri will check the time periods in the population sections for accuracy




¢ Commissioners asked for data regarding the number of Township residents who
are still farming their properties

e (Commissioners noted that the growth forecasts are consistent with the
classification as an Agricultural community

2. Solar Ordinance

The Planning Commission discussed the background of the ordinance, interim ordinance,
moratorium, and potential issues and concerns for the development of a solar systems
ordinance. They noted the following:
e There should be one ordinance that covers both residential solar and commercial
solar gystems
¢ The ordinance should consider whether commercial solar systems would be
allowed on prime agricultural land. It would be helpful to have a map that shows
the location of prime ag land in the Township.
e The County has a moratorium on development of commercial solar systems in
Shoreland areas
o There are likely to be diverse opinions and concerns about solar systems in the
Township. There are residents who support the systems as an environmental
positive, but many will also have concerns about:
o Aesthetics
o Visibility/glare
o FLocation and screening—the Ordinance could consider prohibiting
ground-mounted systems in front yards. Commissioners discussed a
system built on Cedar Avenue as an example for discussion.
o Impervious cover maximum
¢ The ordinance should consider eliminating the current CUP requirement for
smaller restdential systems, but may need fo establish a threshold where a CUP is
needed. Sherri will research this issue and bring information on typical system
sizes to the next meeting., Systems that do not require a CUP would be regulated
through the Building Code.
e Members suggested that the public should be invited to a meeting early in the
development of the draft ordinance to provide feedback.
¢ The draft ordinance could be posted on the Township website to keep the public
and Board informed as it develops. The Town may be able to use its email
notification list to inform residents about the draft ordinance.

3. Next Meeting

Some members will not be available on December 8, so the next meeting of the Planning
Commission will be held on December 2 at 7 p.m. The agenda will include:

* Review of Draft Chapter 1 edits, and Draft Chapter 2 of the Comp Plan

s Review of a draft ordinance section for Residential Solar Systems




Eureka Township Planning Commission
Meeting Summary
December 2, 2015

Attendees: Nancy Sauber, Chair, Fritz Frana, Lu Barfknecht, Donovan Palmquist,
Planning Commission members; Sherri Buss, TKDA, Planner; Ralph and Jeanne
Fredlund, residents.

1. Meeting summary from November 10, 2015
The Commission approved the meeting summary for the November 10 meeting.

Commissioners recommended that the meeting summaries and draft documents be
available on the Township website.

2. Township 2040 Comprehensive Plan Discussion
+» Review Changes and Corrections to Chapter 1

Commission members reviewed the changes and corrections that TKDA made to Chapter
1 based on the discussion of the draft Chapter 1 at the meeting on November 10.

TKDA will make the following additional changes:

o Page 1-4: add a note that the Township’s ordinance includes a minimum lot size
of 1 per quarter-quarter section in order to preserve the potential for Agricultural
Preserves enrollment for all parcels.

* Minor editing changes on page 6 and 7

Members noted that they will review all of the draft chapters again in the future when the
entire draft is complete.

» Review Chapter 2 Draft

Sherri provided a Draft Chapter 2 of the 2040 Comp Plan for Commission review. The
draft was based on Chapter 2 of the 2030 Comprehensive Plan. Noted the following:

¢ Most of the maps do not need to change. Groundwater, soil, and other natural
resources conditions have not changed in the past 10 years.

¢ Sherri will update the data and maps for the Agricultural Preserves enrollment
when this data is available for 2014 from the Metro Council. Their staff indicated
it will be available in December, 2015,

o Sherri will also update the corridors map with current County map layer when this
is available

Commission comments on the draft Chapter 2 included:
* Reference to the historic Town Hall should be deleted on page 2-4
¢ Members provided updates to the Sand and Gravel map showing mine locations




Sherri will update the Cultural Resources map with new County info. Members
noted that the Stuckmayer farm may no longer be included in the FNAP program.
Sherri will verify with the County.

The Commission recommended that the references to incentive programs and
performance standards on page 2-14 and page 2-20 (sections on Preserving and
Protecting Natural Resources and Policies) be deleted

Information on the Transfer of Building Rights ordinance will go into the Land
Use Section rather than the Agriculture section

Sherri will add bullets regarding the Vermillion River Water Management
Ordinance and enforcement of the Township’s septic system ordinance in the
Natural Resources Policies section.

Commission members recommended deleting policy #7 on page 2-21

Sherri will add a section on Solar Resources that will reference the solar
ordinance

3. Solar Ordinance
The Planning Commission discussed the draft ordinance for Residential Solar Energy
Systems (SES). They noted the following;

They agreed with that Residential SES up to 10 KW should require a building
permit. Residential SES between 10-100 KW would require a CUP. Systems
larger than 100 KW will be considered Commercial SES

Members noted there is no maximum building height standard in the Township.
The standard will be changed to say that roof-mounted SES should not extend
above the roofline. Members also modified the item related to solar system
extensions beyond the roofline to remove the reference to setback standards.
Members recommended that the section on ground-mounted SES be changed to
say that these systems cannot be placed in front yards. Such placement would
require a variance and would need to meet the “practical difficulties” standards.
Standards 1ii and iv for Ground-mounted systems will be combined. Ground-
mounted SES will be considered pervious if the ground cover is vegetated.

The Commission recommended a maximum height of 15 feet.

The Commission removed Standard vii related to interconnection agreements.

Sherri will make the changes, and will bring back the revised ordinance with a draft
section on Commercial SES.

The Commission suggested that it will be ready to invite the public to the meeting in
February to comment on the draft ordinance.

4, Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Planning Commission will be held on January 12 at 7 p.m. The
agenda will include:

Review of Draft Chapter 2 edits, and Draft Chapter 3 of the Comp Plan
Review of a draft ordinance for changes to requirements for Residential SES and
draft section on Commercial SES.




Eureka Township Planning Commission
Meeting Summary
Januaryl2, 2016

Attendees: Nancy Sauber, Chair, Fritz Frana, Lu Barfknecht, Donovan Palmquist, Randy
Wood, Planning Commission members; Sherri Buss, TKDA, Planner; Ralph Fredlund,
resident.

1. Meeting summary from December 2, 2015
The Commission reviewed the meeting summary for the December 2 meeting an
requested several changes:
e Change density terminology in summary and in plan document to “average
maximum density” rather than minimum lot size.
o Update the Cultural Resources map to show the Historic Stuckmeyer Farm
* Note that a vegetated land cover should be used “underneath” the solar energy
system to qualify as a pervious surface.

Sherri will update the meeting summary, plan, and ordinance text, and provide revised
copies to the Commission.

2. Township 2040 Comprehensive Plan Discussion

Review Changes and Correciions to Chapter 3

Sherri noted that the Agriculture Preserves data are not available yet for Chapter 2. She
will provide the updated Chapter 2 to the Commission when that information is available
and added to the chapter.

Commission members reviewed the proposed change to Chapter 3, and requested the
following changes:

o Existing Land Use Map: some changes for new single family homes and mining

area boundaries.

¢ Changes will be made to the Existing Land Use table based on Metro Council
data provided

o Changes to description of the Township’s Transfer of Development Rights
program

¢ Identified the goals and policies for natural areas and corridors as items for public
discussion at the first public meeting on the Comp Plan

¢ Requested list of uses requiring permits be added to the 2040 Planned Land Use
section

¢ Affirmed that the 2040 Planned Land Use map is accurate

» Hditorial changes proposed to Goals and Policies section




Members noted that they will review all of the draft chapters again in the future when the
entire draft is complete.

3. Selar Ordinance
The Planning Commission discussed the draft ordinance for Solar Farms and Community
Solar Gardens. They noted the following:

The maximum facility size should be 10 megawatts and 70 acres

The requirement for a Natural Resources Assessment for projects over 40 acres in
size should remain in the draft.

Minimum parcel size should be greater than 10 acres.

Take out the reference to lot coverage, since the Township does not have a
performance standard for lot coverage.

Maximum height of 15 feet for ground-mounted systems.

Take out reference to Essential Services

Revise standard 1 to require vegetated ground cover

Sherri will make the changes, and will bring back the revised ordinance draft for public
and Commission discussion at the February meeting.

4. Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Planning Commission will be held on February 9 at 7 p.m. The
agenda will include:

First half hour will be open to public discussion and feedback on the Solar
Ordinance.

A public invitation for the meeting should be placed on the Township’s website.
The draft ordinance and supplemental information that the Planning Commission
reviewed to develop the ordinance should be included on the website.

The Commission suggested that a Public Open House could be scheduled in April
to review the final draft of the ordinance and the draft Comprehensive Plan
chapters that are complete at that time.

The rest of the meeting time will include further discussion of the Solar
Ordinance, review of the updated Comprehensive Plan chapters, and the draft of
Chapter 4.




Eureka Township Planning Commission
Meeting Summary
February 9, 2016

Attendees: Nancy Sauber, Chair, Lu Barfknecht, Donovan Palmquist, Randy Wood,
Planning Commission members; Sherri Buss, TKDA, Planner; Ralph Fredlund, resident.

1. Meeting summary from January 12, 2016

The Commission reviewed the meeting summary for the January 12 meeting and
requested three changes:

e Change “an” to “and” on the first line of the summary.

» Correct the spelling of Stuckmayer on the Cultural Resources map

» Change the term Transfer of Development Rights to Building Rights.

Sherri will update the meeting summary, plan, and ordinance text, and provide revised
copies to the Commission.

2. Solar Ordinance

The Planning Commission discussed the draft ordinance for Solar Farms and Community
Solar Gardens. They made several changes to the ordinance draft:
¢ Residential systems change to Accessory Solar Energy Systems
e Sherri will add a table to clarify the permit requirements based on the size of the
system
e Take out references to zoning districts
o Change CUP to IUP throughout the text
» (Correct some typos
* Require that site plans cover an area at least 200 feet from the Solar Farm/Garden
site boundary
¢ Use the word “shall” for requirements
o Change Watershed District to Watershed Management Organization throughout

Sherri will make the changes, and will bring back the revised ordinance draft for the
public open house meeting.

The Commission scheduled a public open house on the draft ordinance on April 12, 2016
at 7 p.m. The open house will be publicized by:

¢ Amnnouncement at the annual meeting

¢ Postcard to residents. TKDA will create the postcard for review by the

Commission. TKDA will make copies for mailing by the Town Clerks.

e Website

» Township newsletter

e Flectronic “special meeting” notice system.




The Commission will discuss the ordinance and changes based on the public open house
comments. The Commission may set a public hearing for the ordinance in May.

3. Township 2040 Comprehensive Plan Discussion

The Commission discussed the potential annexation of the Air Lake Airport to Lakeville,
and noted that this will be discussed at the Annual Meeting and public meetings. There
are issues related to sewer and water infrastructure, and whether the Township could
provide this to the airport. The Town is also concerned about how this may impact
adjacent areas and the Comprehensive Plan.

Sherri will contact the Township’s Sector Rep at the Metro Council, Patrick Boylan, to
see 1f he can attend a meeting on March 22 or another date to discuss the issue with the
Planning Commission, and how this would affect the Comp Plan. The Town Board
would be invited to the meeting.

The commission reviewed the changes that Sherri made to Chapter 3, and the Draft
Chapter 4. The Commission made several minor edits to Chapter 4, took out the sentence
referencing the Strategic Vision process, and noted that the “natural corridors” will be an
issue for discussion in this chapter when the Commission discusses the Comprehensive
Plan draft with Township residents.

4. Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Planning Commission may be held on March 22 or 29, based on
discussions with the Metro Council. Sherri will provide updates to Commission

members and the mecting will be scheduled based on that information.

The Commission will hold a public open house on the Draft Solar Energy Systems
Ordinance on April 12,
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