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EUREKA TOWNSHIP

DAKOTA COUNTY
STATE OF MINNESOTA

ANNUAL MEETING OF MARCH 13,2018

Call to Order
The Eureka Township Annual Meeting was called to order at 8:15 p.m. by Clerk Mira Broyles
and the Pledge of Allegiance was given.

See attached list for all residents in attendance.

Election of a Moderator ‘
Cory Behrendt was elected to moderate the Annual Meeting.

Motion to Waive Reading of the 2017 Ann-nal Meeting Minutes
Approval of the 2017 Annual Meeting Minutes -

Three dates on the minutes were pointed out as beingf in error.

Motion: Butch Hansen moved to approve the Agenda as amended seconded by Mark
Ceminsky. Motion carried

Set Date and Place for the 20‘19 Annual Meeting |

Motion: Lu Barfknecht moved to set the date and time for Tuesday, March 12, 2019 at 8:15
PM. Motion carrled

Motion to tWalve Readin of Checks Written and Received, and Accept Synopsis
The Treas’urer was requested to read the compensation for each appointed official.

Motion: Motlon made to waive the readlng of the checks and money received, and accept the
synopsis except for reading the compensation of Supervisors, Planning Commission
members and all appointed officials, seconded by Cal Pflaum. Motion carried

Reading of the 2018 Treasu‘rer’s Report

The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Marcia Wilson:

As of December 31, 2017:

Balance
Savings Account $428,733.11
CD Balances $ 78,622.39
Total: $507,345.50
Checking Account $ 2,592.70
Outstanding Checks $(2,817.62)
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Petty Cash Box $ 100.00

Total:

Total:

Schedule of Account Balances as of January 1, 2018:

$ (124.92)

$507,220.58

Fund Name Balance

General Revenue $131,567.38

CD #10506 at Castle Rock Bank $ 38,708.16

CD #9859 at Castle Rock Bank $ 39,914.23

Consultant Fund $ 24,967.49
Escrow Bond Fund $ 5,000.00
Kelly Aggregate $ 3,240.74
Road & Bridge Operating Fund $156,040.20 |
Hard Surface Road $ 95,407.30
Road & Bridge Capital Improvement $ 12,500.00
Total: $507,345.50
Outstanding Invoices: , $ 6,147.30 |
Disbursements $615,336.00 |
Receipts $596,921.00

Net: o $ (18,415.00)

Motion to Approve the Treasurer’s Report

Motion: Lu Barfknecht moved to lap‘prove the Treasurer’s Report as presented, seconded by

Carrie Jennings. Motion carried -

Eureka Téwnship BusineSs,

A. General Overview

1. Planning Commission Report
Planning Commission Chair Nancy Sauber provided a summary as follows:
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There are two terms ending on the Planning Commission, and anyone wishing to
apply must have th_e‘,.i‘r applications turned in no later than the Thursday prior to the ]
April Town Board meeting.
There were 97 total permits issued last year. I
Regular business included reviewing ordinances and building codes. The sump pump
ordinance was checked with the building official before, during and after its adoption,
finding no conflicts.

The boundary protection study is on the website. It was held in reaction to the
airport annexation possibility, not just for the airport but looking out into the future.
Public Hearing was held for the purpose of clarifying the definitions of horticulture
and agriculture - citizens involved in those activities are allowed to bring produce or




plantings from outside the township to supplement what they are doing within the
township.

e Public Hearings are scheduled before the April meeting to tweak the fence ordinance
and right-of-way plantings.

e The Comprehensive Plan is ready to be submitted.

e Possible draft of FAQ’s concerning permitted uses on the website.

e Begin preliminary discussion of long-rage goals with Town Board and TKDA planner
with respect to post 2040 when sewer and water may be available.

2. Town Board Report
Town Board Chair Lu Barfknecht provided a summary as follows:
¢ Announced present members and their terms. ‘
e Thanked Dan Rogers for his many years of serv1ce for the Township.

3. Roads Report
Road Supervisor Dan Rogers provided a summary of 2017 road work as follows:

e Road upkeep completed: Highview - 220t to 240t; 245t St. - Dodd to County line;
250t - Dodd to County line; Essex Avenue - 220t to 225t; 267t East of Highview;
Chub Lake Bottoms/Grenada; spot gravel. =
Garbage pick up still a problem, spent $4,346 last year.

Tree trimming completed 235% west from Dodd.
Completed ditch clean outs and mowing.

Minor frost boils

Town Hall parkmg lot chip seal and restripe

Dan Rogers provided a 2018 road work plan as follows:
Rebuild the corner at 220t and Essex
Limestone on Ipava south of 257t
Crack sealing Eureka Estates and Jersey Ct.
Repair minor frost boils
Non-compliant/Damaged street sign replacement as budget allows
New faded street sign replacement - covered under warranty except for labor
Consider road swap with Dakota County
e Misc. spot graveling; ditch cleanouts and reclaiming; tree and bush removal; ditch
mowing ad tree trimming.
New Business .
Carrie Jennings provided a summary of past Planning Studies as follows:
1. 2003 Commercial-Industrial Land Use Study and 2007 Strategic Vision planning process
results:
e New commercial-industrial not be designated
Lack of sewer and water as a barrier
Impact on rural quality of life
Fiscal benefit requires identified zones
Not a consensus among residents who took survey
2. Commercial Industrial Task Force Final Report October 2011
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¢ Market study and interviews with professionals in commercial/industrial lending,
brokerage and development.

» Landowners with interest in development scattered and did not allow identification of
a potential zoning district.

¢ Abundance of empty, pad-ready property in neighboring communities.

* Phase li would have been an infrastructure study and fiscal impact study paid for by
developers.

¢ Could include regional studies of environmental impact.

» Task Force recommended that the Township not proceed with Phase II.

o Estimated cost was $32,500 in 2009.

3. Boundary Protection Study 2

¢ Incorporation as a City - must be declared in the Comprehensive Plan, employ full-
time staff, and population of at least 5,000 to be viable and affordable. '

e Orderly Annexation - can ask for something in exchange.

e Zoning Strategies - commercial development on border is at risk of annexation

4. Advice from TKDA and Met Council regardmg providing sewer and water to parts of the
Township:

e Create a Comprehensive Sewer Plan - 20 year plan identifying land area and use,
amount of service needed, system phasing, land use, planning and engineering
studies.

* Create a Comprehensive Plan Amendment - mapping, public hearing, circulated to
adjacent communities. To change the Comp Plan, would have to identify how we were
to develop 1,000 acres of land for commercial-industrial and different levels of
residential housing; phase in the way the sewer would be taken out into those areas.

* Create a Sewer System Ordinance - what can be discharged, sewer rates and how they
would be paid.

e Township would become a customer" of the MCES - agreement for operation, rates
set by the Met Council based on flows.

e Providing water - water supply plan for DNR, DNR permitting process complex in the
area of the Vermillion River

* Costand Time Frame - significant engineering and planning resources, at least a year
to complete.

5. House File 2759, Senate File 2481 to limit expansion of runways and upgrading use of
airports:
Minnesota Statute 2016, section 473.641, subdivision 4 is amended to read:
Expansion or upgrading of metro airport.
(a) Notwithstanding any other law, the Metropolitan Airports Commission shall not
use revenue from any source, as described by section 473.608, forconstruction-of to
construct or reconstruct air facilities te-that:
(1) expand or upgrade the use of an existing metropolitan airport from minor use to
intermediate use status witheut-approvalinalaw; or
(2) extend a runway by 150 feet or more at a metropolitan minor use airport.
(b) For the purposes of this section, a minor use airport is defined as an airport with a
runway or runways of length no longer than 5,000 feet.
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Carrie Jennings stated that citizens can contact their State Senator and Representative and
ask that they support this bill language. A resident recommended that the Town Board also
indicate support for this bill.

The following questions were asked by the citizens:

Q: When the big sewer system went through Eureka Township, if we were to tap into it,
would we have to go through all of the steps? Do we have the ability to tap into it?

A: It is scaled for the Township but there would be a process to go through. The only place
we’re going to be able to hook into that is along Dodd Blvd.

Q: What's the current status of the airport?

A: The airport petitioned to be annexed to Lakeville so they would have sewer and water.
We would like an orderly annexation to potentially do it all at once and get something in
exchange. :

Q: The airport promised us that roads would be blacktopped what happened?
A: Orderly annexation is the only way to get some beneflts from the airport.

Q: There was a time they requested comments from residents and said they have to answer
all of those comments before doing it. :

A: We hope to have open houses to get a feel for what you would like to see come out of
Lakeville.

6. 2017 Litigation Summary (Attorney Chad Lemmons)
Three separate legal actions, results are as follows:
e Ordinance 3, Chapter 7, Section 3, Eureka Exotic Animal Ordinance is a valid and
enforceable ordinance.
Damages awarded for culvert repairs but guilty party not yet found.
e Anaction involving Ordinance 3, Chapter 4, Section D(1), Fence Ordinance, was
commenced; the matter was resolved through a settlement agreement.

Q: What was the third action about?
A: Lu Barfknecht responded that the reason the Township took action was because the
individual was violating the setback ordinance for structures.

Q: The current setback is 30 feet, correct?
A: It was, but has since been changed.

7. Legislative Summary (provided by Attorney Chad Lemmons)
e One-family dwellings are not required to have automatic fire sprinkler systems.
¢ Deadline for the Town to certify levy extended from September 15t to September
30th,
¢ Town allowed to make electronic payments to vendors.
$300,000 for one-time funding of a noxious weed and invasive plants species on the
“to eradicate” list.
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e Minnesota Department of Agriculture posts an alert whenever a noxious weed on the
eradicate list is first confirmed within a County.

¢ Money for projects on County, State aid Highways and reconstructing roads with
state-wide or regional significance.

* Expenses for constructing a partition fence for agricultural or commercial purposes
for production or maintenance of livestock must be shared.

8. Learn More
e Township website redesign
¢ Quarterly newsletters - receive electronically or can be printed as requested and
picked up at the Town Hall. :
e Sign up for Township emails to receive notices.
e Newspaper of record is the Sun This Week, Lakeville’-

Other Business .

Lu Barfknecht stated that she had a conversation with one of our residents who suggested
mandatory training for the Clerks, Town Board and Planning Commission on the transfer of
building rights process.

Aresident asked if anyone would be interested in planning a Township picnic around
Memorial Day. o o

Set the Levy for 2019

Treasurer Wilson summarized the propoSed 2019 budget stating that anticipated costs are
$605,200 and anticipated income is $127,700, leaving $471,500 to be levied.

Q: Can we manage the attorney’s feés? o

A: We are tracking legal expenses by legal action. These are the costs to have the attorney
present at regular meetings. ’

Motion: Mark Ceminsky moved to set the levy at $450,000 since the litigations are finished,
there are no more litigations at this time and we have filed the 2040 Comp Plan, seconded by
Pete Storlie. :

Discussion included: there are other fees besides litigation; road maintenance has been over
budget due to frost boils and unusual weather that are beyond our control. We raised the
road budget; changing road contractors will not help, the cost of gravel is the same no matter
who we contract with.

Motion: Cal Pflaum called the question, seconded by Carrie Jennings. Motion carried.

Cory Behrendt requested a vote by a count of hands: All in favor: 23, all opposed: 23

Motion failed for lack of a majority.

Motion: Kathleen Kauffman moved to accept the levy as suggested by the Town Board in the
amount of $471,500.
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Cory Behrendt requested a vote by a count of hands: All in favor: 25, all opposed: 18
Motion carried 25-18

Treasurer Wilson presented the compensation of staff and appointed officials from the
earlier request:

Lu Barfknecht $2,140
Cory Behrendt $480
Butch Hansen $900
Carrie Jennings $2,130
Donovan Palmquist $1,010
Dan Rogers $2,070
Ralph Fredlund $1,555
Bill Funk $665

Nancy Sauber $1,420
Randy Wood $1,375
Julie Larson $925

Mira Broyles $14,491.50
Cheryl $15,667.88
Marcia Wilson $9,086.63

Report of Annual Election
Town Clerk, Mira Broyles, read the results of the 2018 Annual Election, not including
absentee ballots:

Total number of voters:A 338

Supervisor Position #3
Allen Novacek 90 votes
Tim Murphy 245 votes

Supervisor Position #4
Carrie Jennings 155 votes
Mark Ceminsky 181 votes

It was noted that the results are unofficial until confirmed by the Board of Canvass which is
scheduled to meet on Thursday, March 15, 2018 at 6:00 PM at the Eureka Town Hall.

Adjournment

Motion: Butch Hansen moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mark Ceminsky.
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