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EUREKA TOWNSHIP 
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

Ordinance No. __________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 240 OF THE CODE 
OF THE TOWN OF EUREKA REGARDING AGRITOURISM 

 
The Board of Supervisors of the Town of Eureka ordains: 
 
Section 1.  Agricultural District.  Section 240-7(C) of the Code of the Town of Eureka is hereby 
amended by adding a new use to the list of conditional uses as follows: 
 

(13)  Agritourism activities, including associated agritourism infrastructure. 
 
Section 2.  Definitions.  Section 240-64 of the Code of the Town of Eureka is hereby amended 
by adding new definitions as follows: 
 
AGRITOURISM ACTIVITY 

An activity carried out on a farm or ranch that allows organizations or members of the 
general public, for recreational, entertainment, charitable, or educational purposes, to 
view, enjoy, or participate in rural activities, including, but not limited to: farming; 
viticulture; winemaking; ranching; farm markets; freshly made and packaged food and 
beverage; and historical, cultural, recreational, farm stay, gleaning, harvest-your-own, or 
natural activities and attractions including but not limited to: site related and agritourism 
related retail; educational programs; fire pits; hay pyramids; corn mazes; games and 
sports; mechanical and non-mechanical rides; camping; arts and crafts; music; and 
markets. An activity is an agritourism activity whether or not the participant pays to 
participate in the activity. 

 
AGRITOURISM INFRASTRUCTURE 

Includes, but is not limited to, utility services, parking, buildings, kitchens, fixtures, 
signage, bathrooms, storage, tents, seating areas, canopies, landscaping, workshops, 
fencing, hardscape, and offices in service to an agritourism activity. 

 
Section 3.  Incorporation of Amendments. The Town Attorney and Town Clerk-Treasurer are 
hereby authorized and directed to incorporate the amendments made by this ordinance, and any 
previous amendments that have not been incorporated, into the Code of the Town of Eureka, 
including updating the table of contents and making non-substantive corrections as may be 
needed.  Such updated document shall constitute the Town’s official Code of the Town of 
Eureka. 
 
Section 4.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be effective upon the first day of publication 
after adoption. 
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Adopted on the ___ day of ______________ 2024. 
  
        BY THE TOWN BOARD 
 
 
        ____________________________ 
        Pete Storlie, Chairperson 
Attest:______________________________ 
 Liz Atwater, Clerk-Treasurer 
 
 
New material is shown in double underlining and deleted material is shown in strikeout. 
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Applewood Orchard
Materials 5/14/2024
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Applewood Orchard
• “Applewood” began when Kathryn & Mark Parranto bought the 60-acre farm in 

1995 which they opened to the public in 1999 with 20+ acres of u-pick apple trees

• Over the past 25 years, Applewood became a seasonal destination for families 
drawn to the wholesome outdoor experience of picking apples, the opportunity to 
learn about farming, and the experience of tasting fresh food & drinks made at the 
farm. 

• The farm was listed for sale in October 2023. In April 2024, our group of 
experienced farmers and agritourism pioneers was selected as the buyer. It is our 
desire to preserve the Parranto family’s legacy and enhance Applewood to serve as 
a gateway to learning and enjoying a true Minnesotan farm
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Applewood Aerial 
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Our Goals Today 

(1) Introduce our team and purpose

(2) Provide an overview of agritourism

(3) Share ideas for Applewood 

(4) Share ideas on how we could work with Eureka to help us 
enhance this vibrant, seasonal property

(5) Take suggestions and answer questions
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Who We Are

Experienced team dedicated to preserving farmland and sharing educational, 
wholesome, delicious, agrarian experiences with visitors 
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Farmer and agritourism expert. 
Owner of Bishop’s Pumpkin farm 
in Wheatland California, 
welcoming over 150k visitors per 
year – 8k in field trip visitors alone

Wayne Bishop

Jeff Manley

Farmer and agritourism expert. 
Former manager of the The Rock 
Ranch in The Rock, GA.  Speaker 
on agritourism across the country

Real estate entrepreneur.   
Experience with construction, 
planning, and development 
across five states – future Eureka 
resident

Billy Rueter

Chris Fuller

Small business investor.  A career 
supporting talented entrepreneurs 
acquire and grow small 
businesses across the country 

Wayne Bishop

Jeff Manley

Billy Rueter

Chris Fuller
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Agritourism – Focus on Families
Creating traditions in Eureka Township
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What is Agritourism

• Agritourism is a form of commercial agriculture with visitors to a farm participating in recreation, 
entertainment, consumption, or education related to farming and / or a rural setting

• Agritourism is a defined term by more than 25 states

• In the state of Minnesota: “ “Agritourism activity” means any activity carried out on a farm or ranch 
that allows organizations or members of the general public, for recreational, entertainment, charitable, 
or educational purposes, to view, enjoy, or participate in rural activities, including, but not limited to: 
farming; viticulture; winemaking; ranching; and historical, cultural, farm stay, gleaning, harvest-your-
own, or natural activities and attractions. An activity is an agritourism activity whether or not the 
participant pays to participate in the activity.” 
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Applewood - A Destination for families 
Build on Applewood’s longstanding activities 
Audience: Goal to attract family visitors from our 
local communities of Eureka and Lakeville 

Continue Applewood Tradition:
• U-pick: Apples, pumpkins, flowers 
• Activity yard: Safe, farm play area for kids 
• Hayride: Access to entire orchard 
• Corn maze: Fun way to explore 

Enhanced offerings:
• Baked goods: Cider donuts & apple baked-

good
• Apple cider: Fresh cider pressed on site 
• Fresh food: Snacks & lite faire 

Local vendors: Focus on stocking Applewood’s 
main barn with local produce, products and 
retail assortments

Community-led and locally run: Operated by a 
manager who lives and works at Applewood 
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Education – A Keystone of our plans
Entertain and educate local students 

Audience: Students (Fifth grade and younger) from 
local schools, after-school programs, and camps 

Programming:
• How to grow apples and maintain an orchard
• “What’s in a wetland?” vs. “What’s in a stream?”

Interactive Learning:
• Apple lifecycle: planting, germination, fruit 

development, ripening and harvesting 
• How organisms symbiotically support different 

ecosystems 

Minnesota Produce: Focus on how Applewood’s soil 
supports specific apples including the Honeycrisp

Farming: Show how Minnesota farmers work to 
produce hearty, fresh fruit 
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Existing Agritourism Farms

Benchmark Applewood Fireside
Abelman’s / 

Apple Creek

Crazy 

Legs

Brand 

Farms

Afton Apple 

Orchard

Waldoch

Farm

Montgomery 

Orchard

Location Eureka Northfield Faribault Farmington Farmington Hastings Lino Lakes Montgomery

Distance to 

Applewood
N/A

19 min / 15 

miles

34 min / 32 

miles

15 min / 9 

miles

16 min / 9 

miles 

40 min / 35 

miles

50 min / 50 

miles

80 min / 60 

miles

U-Pick 

Apples

(Pumpkins, 

Flowers) 

Apples Apples
Pumpkins, 

Flowers
Apples, Eggs

Apples, 

Pumpkins
Veggies

Apples, Xmas 

Tree

Corn maze Historically Yes No No Yes No Yes Yes Yes 

Activity Yard Yes Small Small Moderate Moderate Large Large Small

Farm Store Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Food & 

Beverage

Donuts, hot dogs, 

pies, caramel 

apples, cider

Baked goods, 

sandwiches, 

soup, pies, cider 

etc.

Pulled pork, 

pizza, donuts, 

nachos, kettle 

corn, candy etc. 

Unknown
Baked goods, 

Eggs

Baked goods, 

ice cream, pies, 

etc. 

Chicken, hot dogs, 

kettle corn, cheese 

curds, fried dough

Cider & Wine, 

candy, caramel 

apples
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Parcel Data Is Current As Of: 45392
Parcel ID '130040075020
Status ACTIVE
Owner MARK S & KATHRYN M PARRANTO
Joint Owner
Owner Address 22702 HAMBURG AVE
Owner Address2
City/State/Zip LAKEVILLE MN 55044-7529
Common Name
Site Address 22702 HAMBURG AVE
Municipality EUREKA TWP
Primary Use AG-GREEN ACRES
Use 2
Use 3
Use 4
Homestead FULL HOMESTEAD
Year Built 1997
Building Type S.FAM.RES
Building Style 1-3/4 STRY
Foundation Sq Ft 2280
Above Grade Finished Sq Ft 2739
Finished Sq Ft 2739
Frame WOOD
Bedrooms 3
Bathrooms 3
Garage Sq Ft 676
Other Garage
Estimated Land Value 637500
Estimated Building Value 652200
Total Estimated Value 1289700
Special Assessments 0
Total Property Tax 7288
Date of Sale - Improved
Sale Value - Improved 0
Date of Sale - Vacant
Sale Value - Vacant
Total Acres 61.64
Total Lot Sq. Ft. 2684867
RW Sq. Ft. 108885
Water Sq. Ft.
School District 192
Watershed District VERMILLION RIVER
Plat Name SECTION 4 TWN 113 RANGE 20
Tax Description N 1/2 OF SE 1/4 EX N 295.16 FT OF W 295.16 FT OF NE 1/4 OF SE 1/4 & EX COM NW COR NE 1/4 OF SE 1/4 E ON N LINE 295.16 FT TO BEG S 295.16FT SE'LY TO PT ON E LINE 900 FT S OF NE COR N TO NE COR W TO BEG & EX BEG SE COR NE 1/4 OF SE 1/4 N 80.00 FT W 62.19 FT N 77D38M56S W 509.68 FT S 76D 49M25S W 464.53 FT S 51D48M 39S W 137.83 FT TO S LINE NE 1/4 OF SE 1/4 E ON S LINE 1120.00 FT TO BEG
Lot and Block 4 113 20
Last Division 38846
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Farm Market, 

Restaurant, Bar
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Proposed Site

Orchard

Activity 

Yard

Pumpkins

F&B

Maze

Parking

Orchard

F&B

Retail

Family 

Area

P
a
rk
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g
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Eureka Township Comprehensive Plan
Our plans for Applewood would further the 
Townships goals for:
(1) Land use 
(2) Agricultural resources
(3) Natural resources 

We will bring more opportunities for 
connections, culture building, jobs, 
awareness, and pride in the rural and 
agricultural traditions of the Township

We will enhance connections local food and 
to “farm-to-table” by offering table-to-farm 
food experiences

We will make rural and agricultural land 
more viable and durable by keeping up with 
commercial agriculture trends of direct 
consumer sales
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Why you might support Applewood
Reason Explanation

Family Tradition Continue Parranto Family’s 30-year legacy at Applewood and create new, farm-based traditions for guests

Support Farmers Help farmers thrive by supporting agritourism which allows them to create direct-to-consumer experiences

Agricultural Land Preserve farming and natural resources by diversifying and strengthening income sources for farms

Education/Field Trips Introduce children to farms via field trips, planting days, interactive learning experiences

Local Employment Applewood plans to employ 15 to 20 people across diverse skillsets, experience levels, and time availabilities

Local Businesses Chance to sell local produce and goods on site to members of the community

Tax Revenue Plan to work with the township on ways to share and benefits of a successful farm welcoming guests

Thoughtful Zoning Introduce zoning and professional standards that other farms & townships could follow

Demarcate Township Enhance an attractive, financially vibrant farm at the border with Lakeville 

Adjacent Parcels No adjacent residences. North is airport, East is airport, South is temple farmland, West is open farmland



Endurance Farm Partners 14

Why you might not support Applewood

Concern Description Mitigant

Traffic • Worried about road traffic
• Applewood is on the outskirts of the Township & on roadway 

already doing between 11,000 and 23,000 cars per day

Precedent • Other farms would want to follow suit
• Working together to be the agrarian destination for families is good 

for everyone
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Appendix
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Traffic Volumes

16

23,000 per day 

volume
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Road Infrastructure

Farm Market, 

Restaurant, Bar
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Agricultural 
Resource Issues
• Local foods and locally supported agriculture

• Fresh food as opposed to processed food

• Cultural connections and pride in farms
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Natural Resource 
Goals
• Preserve open space

• Protect water sources and natural areas
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Agricultural 
Resource Goals
Our plans for Applewood align with all four agricultural 
resource goals of the Township:

• We protect and promote the rural and agricultural 
character of the Township

• Will be more economically viable

• We will prevent development and encourage 
surrounding agriculture to preserve the experience 
of being on our farm

• We will be growing and processing products for 
local consumption on site in the Township at our 
farm
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Land Use Goals

Our plans for Applewood align with all of Eureka’s 
land use goals including:

• Helping maintain the geographic boundaries of the 
township 

• Keep agriculture and a rural character protected, 
preserved, and prioritized

• Further the standard setting of a land use that 
keeps the rural character of the land and shares an 
appreciation for it with the general public 
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Local Food 
in Eureka
• Using the strategic positioning to serve 

growing demand for local ag products
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Town Hall Park

Our plans for Applewood would offer 
the opportunity for park-like facilities 
integrated into our agricultural setting 
that could be an amenity to the 
township during hours they are 
available
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